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CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARINGS 

April 24, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m. 

The Planning Commission of Castle Rock Township scheduled a series of Public Hearings to be held on Monday, 

April 24, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.   

Present were Jeff Partington, Chair, Mary Ann Enggren, Mike Betzold, and Barbara Lang, Commission members.  

Commission member Jennifer Wegner was absent.  Also attending were Sandy Weber, Jenifer and Jason Heath, 

and Terry Schorweiler.  

Hearings were called to order by Acting Chair Jeff Partington at 6:30 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. 

PUBLIC HEARING #1 

Acting Chair Jeff Partington read the purpose of the Hearing:  The purpose of this hearing is to review 

Ordinance 2017-01, an Ordinance establishing fees for emergency response services in the town. 

It was explained that this is updated wording from the draft version that was reviewed at the previous Public 

Hearing, and more clearly defines the intention of the Ordinance and accompanying fees that may be incurred, if 

applicable, under the updated contract for Emergency Services with the Farmington Fire Department. 

No comments or questions were made. 

Mary Ann Enggren / Mike Betzold made a motion to recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt this 

version of the Ordinance.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING #2 

Chair Jeff Partington read the purpose of the Hearing:  The purpose of this hearing is to review a Conditional 

Use Permit, allowing the establishment of a business known as Haven Acres, a non-profit youth ranch, 

located at 2820 245th Street E, Hampton, MN. 

Chair Partington invited the owners, Jenifer and Jason Heath to give an overview about the youth ranch 

and its intended operation.  They have previously operated in the Burnsville area on smaller hobby farm 

and have operated a very successful program which provides an opportunity for participants between the 

ages of 9 to 17 to be involved in a mentorship program, free of charge, usually once a week for a 90 

minute session.  They were excited to be able to purchase a little bit larger property so they can expand 

their program to continue to help troubled youth develop confidence, a good work ethic, and some 

leadership skills as well as help them deal with other difficulties they might face.  They normally hold 

sessions three to four days per week.  Some of their referrals come from Dakota County Social Services. 

They had been instructed by the township clerk to check with the Soil and Water Conservation Office 

regarding if a feedlot permit would be required, and were told that they would need to have a minimum 

of 50 animal units before that would be required.  They currently have 11 horses, and would like to 

expand up to 15 horses, if the township approves it. 

Sandy Weber commented that the feedlots are being handled differently than in the past, and asked 

Barbara Lang to confirm that.  Ms. Lang confirmed that the County no longer processes the feedlots, and 

has turned that power over to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Brian Watson, at Dakota 

County Soil and Water does continue to assist local residents with the procedures and paperwork to a 

certain extent. 



Mr. Partington inquired if additional restroom facilities will be required.  Presently, they allow the 

participants to use the facilities in their home, which has not been a problem in the past.  They are only 

there for a fairly short time.  If they would hold any special events, they would plan to rent port-a-pots.  

There was discussion about conditions that would be required as part of the Conditional Use Permit.  

The Planning Commission recommends the following: 

1. Hours of Operation:  Shall be in operation on weekdays between the hours of 8:30 am to 8:30 

pm, and some limited special events. 

2. Parking:  Adequate parking on the property shall be available. 

3. Feedlot:  Not required at this time.  Maximum number of animals allowed will be up to 15 horses 

in addition to a variety of smaller farm animals (i.e. chickens, goats, etc.) 

4. Number of People on Property:  During normal business hours, no more than 30 people shall be 

on the property.  For special events, a maximum of 200 people will be allowed.  

Mike Betzold / Mary Ann Enggren made a motion to recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve 

the Conditional Use Permit with the above conditions.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Mike Betzold / Mary Ann Enggren made a motion to adjourn Public Hearings.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Public Hearings adjourned at 6:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara Lang, Town Clerk 

Castle Rock Township 

Attest:  Jeff Partington, Chair, Castle Rock Planning Commission 


